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IDENTIFYING LOCAL GREEN SPACES AND OTHER OPEN SPACES IN 

HACKLETON 

 

1 Local green space is a very strong planning policy designation set 
out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 
 

2 Local green spaces are defined in paragraphs 76 and 77 of the 

NPPF: 

76 Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans 

should be able to identify for special protection green areas of 

particular importance to them. By designating land as Local 

Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new 

development other than in very special circumstances. 

Identifying land as Local Green Space should therefore be 

consistent with the local planning of sustainable development 

and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and 

other essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be 

designated when a plan is prepared or reviewed, and be 

capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period. 

77 The Local Green Space designation will not be 

appropriate for most green areas or open space. The 

designation should only be used [note the areas 

emphasised]: 

a. where the green space is in reasonably close proximity 

to the community it serves;  

b. where the green area is demonstrably special to a local 

community and holds a particular local significance, for 

example because of its beauty, historic significance, 

recreational value (including as a playing field), 

tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and 

c. where the green area concerned is local in character 

and is not an extensive tract of land. 

Once identified such spaces can only be developed in “very special 

circumstances”. The same protection as Green Belt. 
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3 My strong advice is you use the local green space designation but to 

do this I suggest the table included below. Survey all green and open 

space sites in or adjoin the village. Once complete you can then 

decide which sites best meet the criteria in NPPF to warrant 

designation as local green spaces.. For spaces not considered 

suitable for protection as local green spaces, you could then identify 

and protect these in other ways e,g. as playing fields or as public 

open spaces. They would have a lower degree of protection than 

local green spaces but would be protected nonetheless.. 

Green or Open 

Space (name and 

reference number) 

Is the site in 

close proximity 

to the local 

community it 

serves? 

(Describe giving 

details of 

location, walking 

distances, how 

site is used by 

people etc.) 

Demonstrably special to a local 

community– (provide reason(s) e.g. 

beauty, use, significance)?  

Local in character and not an extensive 

tract of land? (Describe the character of 

the site, including size, boundaries, public 

access and other relevant factual 

information) 

Longland Meadow 

Hackleton 

 

Land between 

Hackleton and 

Piddington. Easy 

Access from both 

villages via 

Piddington lane 

and several local 

footpaths.  Used 

Land willed to the Parish by the 

Longland family in 1999. It is and 

managed by the Parish Council 

through a separate committee who 

protect and enhance the landscape 

with wild flowers, tree planting, grass 

cutting and pond management. This 

haven for wildlife includes ancient 

Public access via defined footpaths. The 

area still retains its ancient landscape of 

strip farming with ridge and furrow 

markings as it has been unploughed for 

hundreds of years. Open 24/7, 365 days a 

year; it is 5.5 acre site with 2 wooded 

areas, a dell and a small orchard. Many 

benches are situated around the area for 
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Green or Open 

Space (name and 

reference number) 

Is the site in 

close proximity 

to the local 

community it 

serves? 

(Describe giving 

details of 

location, walking 

distances, how 

site is used by 

people etc.) 

Demonstrably special to a local 

community– (provide reason(s) e.g. 

beauty, use, significance)?  

Local in character and not an extensive 

tract of land? (Describe the character of 

the site, including size, boundaries, public 

access and other relevant factual 

information) 

for dog walking, 

quiet 

contemplation, 

Children can play 

here. Several of 

the local youth 

groups use this 

space as well as 

the primary 

school for 

educational 

purposes. 

hedges, log piles, mature trees, a pond 

and compost heaps.  

villagers to enjoy the vista. 

Community Playing 

Field 

Hackleton 

Site off Main 

Road Hackleton 

Shared access 

with the local 

primary school. 

Hackleton FC football club train and 

play here in the local league. Used by 

families for recreational purposes as 

has a children’s playground.  

Dog walkers use the area and families 

Approximately 5 acres and owned by the 

County Council The Parish Council has a 

long term lease on the land. The PC 

maintains and manages the land.   
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Green or Open 

Space (name and 

reference number) 

Is the site in 

close proximity 

to the local 

community it 

serves? 

(Describe giving 

details of 

location, walking 

distances, how 

site is used by 

people etc.) 

Demonstrably special to a local 

community– (provide reason(s) e.g. 

beauty, use, significance)?  

Local in character and not an extensive 

tract of land? (Describe the character of 

the site, including size, boundaries, public 

access and other relevant factual 

information) 

Easily accessed 

by road and 

footpath 

entrances, within 

walking distance 

of entire village 

enjoy the area for family games and 

together time which enhances the 

wellbeing and bonds family ties. 

Can be used in the School Summer 

Holidays for the Northamptonshire 

Sports to promote healthy lifestyle 

programme.  

Size? 

Field to rear of 
Spread Eagle Public 
House 
Piddington 

Field situated at 

the back of the 

public house in 

Piddington. It 0.5 

acres.  

 

Haven for wildlife and in particular bee 

colonies A footpath runs alongside this land 

Cemetery 

Piddington Church 

Easily sited in 

Piddington, 

accessed from 

Place of rest for many village families. 

Manged and maintained by the Parish 

Council. Visited often by relatives and 

This 5.5 acre site has a commanding 

position in the surrounding countryside 

which borders the church on 3 sides.   
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Green or Open 

Space (name and 

reference number) 

Is the site in 

close proximity 

to the local 

community it 

serves? 

(Describe giving 

details of 

location, walking 

distances, how 

site is used by 

people etc.) 

Demonstrably special to a local 

community– (provide reason(s) e.g. 

beauty, use, significance)?  

Local in character and not an extensive 

tract of land? (Describe the character of 

the site, including size, boundaries, public 

access and other relevant factual 

information) 

Piddington road and local 

adjacent 

footpaths. 

walkers/amblers as the church is a fine 

example of 13thC architecture with later 

alterations and additions. 

Additional burial land purchased to supply 

the future needs of the village.   

Horton House Cricket 
Club 
Horton 

Situated on the 

Denton Road, 

within the village 

boundary, this 

club has a long-

established 

history within the 

parish villages.  

Established in 1908 and set within the 

beautiful grounds of the old Horton 

House Estate, it is used and well 

attended by all ages for the playing of 

local league cricket matches. It has 

extensive training facilities and a club 

house that is available for social 

gatherings within the community; this 

space is charmingly placed adjacent to 

Horton Park and in addition is a haven 

for wildlife.  0.00370658 acres or 15000 sq metres 

Horton Park 

Horton 

Accessible by 

road and local 

footpaths. Open 

The Horton Park Conservation Group was 

founded in 2008 to campaign for the 

conservation of the grade II listed Horton 

Although the park may appear to be ‘naturalistic’ it 

was designed and laid out in the 18th century by 

the extraordinary polymath Thomas Wright for his 
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Green or Open 

Space (name and 

reference number) 

Is the site in 

close proximity 

to the local 

community it 

serves? 

(Describe giving 

details of 

location, walking 

distances, how 

site is used by 

people etc.) 

Demonstrably special to a local 

community– (provide reason(s) e.g. 

beauty, use, significance)?  

Local in character and not an extensive 

tract of land? (Describe the character of 

the site, including size, boundaries, public 

access and other relevant factual 

information) 

 by permission to 

walking groups 

Park and its many valuable features for 

future generations. The group aims to 

conserve the park from encroachment, 

encourage research and inform the local 

community of the wealth of local heritage 

related to Horton Park and the 13 listed 

buildings that are associated with it. 

 

patron the Earl of Halifax. The listed parkland 

includes many private houses and gardens and the 

green open spaces of Horton Park are all in private 

hands and under pasture or the plough. The 115 ha 

of Horton Park do however include many areas 

that have rights of way, including The Drive and 

Ravenstone Lane, where some of the 13 listed 

buildings associated with the park may be viewed. 

Hampton Green 

New development 

Wotton 

New planned 

development of 

housing within 

the Parish of 

Hackleton. 

Open spaces within a new housing 

development are significant for the 

wellbeing of the people living there and 

the creation of a community spirit. This 

enhances the recreational 

opportunities within the new 

development as a desirable place to 

live.  

Over 8 hectares of public open spaces 

planned, including children’s play areas, 

wooded areas and allotments planned with 

easy access by road and footpaths for the 

new development. Retention of existing 

woodland and the majority of existing 

hedgerows, plus new planting and 

development of a green buffer zone 

between the site and surrounding 
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Green or Open 

Space (name and 

reference number) 

Is the site in 

close proximity 

to the local 

community it 

serves? 

(Describe giving 

details of 

location, walking 

distances, how 

site is used by 

people etc.) 

Demonstrably special to a local 

community– (provide reason(s) e.g. 

beauty, use, significance)?  

Local in character and not an extensive 

tract of land? (Describe the character of 

the site, including size, boundaries, public 

access and other relevant factual 

information) 

countryside. 

Green Community 

Space 

St Georges Fields 

Newport Pagnell 

Road, Wootton 

Fields, Northampton, 

NN4 6AT 

Wootton 

Set on the edge 

of the Parish 

boundary with 

Northampton 

Town it has easy 

access from 

roads and 

footpaths.  

Open spaces within a new housing 

development are significant for the 

wellbeing of the people living there and 

the creation of a community spirit. This 

enhances the recreational 

opportunities, including a children’s 

play area within the new development 

as a desirable place to live.   

There are 2 sites, one smaller one of 

1000sq feet and the other larger one is 

4000sq feet. 

Orchard opposite 

White Hart 

Hackleton 

Accessible from 

Main Road in 

Hackleton 

Leased from the 

brewery. 

Contains willow trees which help to 

soak up the flood plain waters. Mown 

throughout the year. 0.75 of an acre 
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